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tary forces in Barga and raised new taxes; and in 1911, on the eve
of the Chinese Revolution, Peking ordered the schools in Barga
to be conducted in the Chinese language. The nationalist move-
ment all over Mongolia violently reacted to these measures, and
while Outer Mongolia then gained autonomy, the local chieftains
in Barga requested Peking to remove the Chinese troops and stop
the Chinese colonization of their region. When the Chinese Gov-
ernment refused, an uprising ensued, and the local leaders, after
ousting the Chinese troops, turned to Russia as the natural protec-
tor and supporter in their conflict with Peking.

In the meantime a revolutionary government had replaced the
Manchu dynasty; with the backing of Russia, peripheral provinces
were attempting to detach themselves from the body politic of
China. In May, 1912, Foreign Minister Sazonov ordered his en-
voy in Peking to warn the Chinese against sending troops "into
the regions of interest to us," and in particular to Barga. Simulta-
neously the Russian Government instructed its special border
guards not to permit Chinese troops to enter Hailar, capital of
Barga. Actually Russia thus underwrote complete autonomy for
Barga from China.

The intentions of Russia went beyond mere autonomy for Barga,
however, such as had been conceded to Outer Mongolia. The plan
called for the outright annexation of North Manchuria at an ap-
propriate moment; and with it Barga was to be incorporated into
the Russian Empire. This is why the Russian Government did
not approve of the merger of predominantly Mongol Barga with
Outer Mongolia. The Russian program for Barga was outlined by
the Russian envoy, Knipensky, in a dispatch to the consul in Hailar:

Barga will share the fate of northern Manchuria [he wrote], and that
is why we have not included it in autonomous Mongolia and have con-
sented in principle to the re-establishment of Chinese sovereignty there.
However, the latter must take place by virtue of peaceful negotiations
in which the Imperial Government will assume the role of middleman.
On the other hand, the subjection of Barga [to China] by force of arms
would affect Russian interests too much for us to remain indifferent.

Negotiations were conducted early in 1914, Among the demands
raised by Russia was the administration of Barga by its own na-
tionals, Russian priority in railway building, and Russia's threat